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LAKE 26 AIS POINT INTERCEPT REPORT 

 

Water Body Identification Code (WBIC): 2672500 

Previous AIS Findings: Chinese Mystery Snail   

New AIS Findings: None 

Field Crew: Brad Morris, Aquatic Invasive Species Consultant & AJ Flatten and Grace Wondra, 

Aquatic Invasive Species Interns 

Field Date: June 21st, 2023 

Report By: Olivia Hansing  

 

Lake 26 is a 218 acre drainage lake located in Burnett County, WI. It has one public boat landing 

off of Eliot Johnson Road in Webb Lake, and is known to contain panfish, largemouth bass, 

northern pike, and musky. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) classifies 

Lake 26 as mesotrophic, meaning that the water has a moderate amount of both oxygen and 

nutrients The substrate is composed of 80% sand, 10% gravel, and 10% muck.  

 

On June 21st, 2023, a point intercept survey was conducted for early detection of aquatic invasive 

species. The sampling grid was developed for Lake 26 by Michelle Nault of the WDNR. This 

type of sampling grid is generally utilized for aquatic plant management plans, however, these 

grids can provide a thorough and systematic approach when used for AIS monitoring. Each point 

is sampled with a throw rake, and the contents are examined. Examples of invasive plants that 

could be found during a sampling grid include starry stonewort (Nitellopsis obtusa), Eurasian 

water-milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), and curly leaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus). The 

sampling grid can be seen below (Map 1).  

 

Beyond the aforementioned sampling grid, the field crew visually scans shoreline areas for 

riparian and invertebrate invasive species such as purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), yellow 

flag iris (Iris pseudacorus), non-native Phragmites (Phragmites australis subsp. australis), zebra 

mussels (Dreissena polymorpha), Chinese mystery snails (Cipangopaludina chinensis), banded 

mystery snails (Viviparus georgianus), and rusty crayfish (Orconectes rusticus).  

During the survey, common native plants found included fern pondweed (Potamogeton 

robbinsii), slender naiad (Najas flexilis), northern water milfoil (Myriophyllum sibiricum), 

Illinois pondweed (Potamogeton illinoensis), coontail (Ceratophyllum demersum), flat-stem 

pondweed (Potamogeton zosteriformis), eelgrass (Vallisneria americana), common waterweed 

(Elodea canadensis), clasping-leaf pondweed (Potamogeton richardsonii), and muskgrass 

(Chara sp.).  

 

The only invasive species found were Chinese mystery snails (Cipangopaludina chinensis), 

which have been previously observed on Lake 26 and reported to the WDNR. No new aquatic 

invasive species were detected at this time.  
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There were no areas on Lake 26 that were non-navigable by boat. During the survey, the 

conditions were sunny with a temperature around 80 degrees Fahrenheit and a south wind around 

7.5 mph. Overall, Lake 26 appeared to be healthy despite sightings of Chinese mystery snails.  

 

Burnett County Land Services Department also conducted a zebra mussel veliger and spiny 

waterflea tow at 3 locations on the lake. One location was at the deep hole and the other two 

were located in heavily used bays along the downwind side of the waterbody and near the public 

access. After receiving the results, Lake 26 received a negative result for both zebra mussel 

veligers and spiny waterfleas.  

 

 

Aquatic Invasive Species:  

Chinese mystery snail (Cipangopaludina chinensis) 
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Invasive Species to Watch For 
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